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ASHLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of 

Ashley Parish Council held via Zoom on 
Monday 12th April 2021 at 6pm 

 

Present: Cllr Sarah Howell 
(Chairman) 

Cllr Simon Hull  

 Cllr Keith Allen Cllr Twink MacLachlan  

 Kevin Dadds (Clerk) Attended – D Cllr Alan Sharp  

 
 
1. Public Meeting 
 

No members of the public were present. 
 
D Cllr Sharp advised that he had spoken to the Planning Officer who was dealing with the 
application for a further 5 properties at 28 High Street, and was minded to refuse. The 
applicants have claimed that the development would not be viable if Social Hosing were 
required, and D Cllr Sharp has asked for sight of the calculations they have provided in 
support.   
An agent acting for the developer had phoned D Cllr Sharp and was keen for the 
application to be “Called in” presumably as he felt that the Planning Committee would be 
more sympathetic to the application.  
Neighbours have received a letter advising that a temporary entrance to the site using 
Silverley Way would be used pending demolition of the existing property at no. 28. The 
neighbours are concerned that the residential Close is not suitable for construction traffic 
and after a visit to the site, D Cllr Sharp agrees. He is relaying these concerns to the 
Planning Officer. 
Cllr Howell asked whether Cllr’s felt the application should be called in, and it was 
unanimously agreed that this should not be the case. 
D Cllr Sharp advised that the ECDC Annual Full Council Meeting had been pulled 
forward to 22nd April as business relating to the Old MOD site needs approval. 

 
The Public Meeting Closed at 6.16 pm 
 

2. Apologies 
 

      None 
 

3. To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th March 2021 
 

The minutes were approved, proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr MacLachlan. 
The minutes will be delivered to the Chairman for remote signature 
 
 



 

 

 
 

4. Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 
 

Item 04 – Reeds in Pond – Cllr Hull advised that he and the Clerk had removed the 
remaining reeds from the edge of the Pond and that the visibility lines were clear. The 
Bull Rushes were out of reach but will die back naturally. 

 
Item 11 – Parking in Chapel Row/The Green – Clerk advised that in response to the 
PC’s comments about parking at the March meeting, he had received a complaint from a 
resident concerning work to the front of one of the properties in The Green. Cllr’s Hull 
and McLachlan viewed the property, where it appears that the residents have removed 
part of the bank on their land to create off-road parking spaces. The complaint is that to 
allow access to and from the new parking spaces, an area of road previously used for 
parking is no longer available. Cllr’s discussed and felt that the actions had removed 
vehicles from the road and had not had a negative effect on availability of parking. It was 
agreed that the Clerk would contact the author of the complaint and advise that the PC 
does not have jurisdiction over parking and planning matters and were comfortable with 
the actions taken. The resident can pass their concerns to the enforcement officer at 
ECDC should they wish. 
 
Item 13 – Virtual Meetings – Clerk advised that there had been no change in legislation 
and that face 2 face meetings were to resume from 7th May. The National Association of 
Local Councils are making a legal challenge to allow continuation of virtual meetings, but 
Cllr’s agreed that May’s meeting (to include the Annual Parish Meeting) would go ahead 
virtually on the 4th May. June’s meeting will be agreed at the May meeting and is 
expected to be F2F subject to maximum numbers and social distancing required at that 
time. 
 
Item 15 – Goal Posts at Recreation Ground – Cllr Hull advised that he and the Clerk had 
carried out some repairs to the Goal Posts and installed the 2nd net. 

 
5.  Declarations of Interest 
 

 Cllr Hull declared an interest in Item 6(e) (non-financial). 
 

6.  Planning Matters 
 

a) Ref 21/00287/FUL Proposed single storey annex to side elevation and new roof 
structure with 1st floor addition in the roof space to the existing dwelling, 
Resubmission Four Winds 25 High Street. Amendment to previously agreed 
application, Cllr’s did not feel the need to comment further. 

b) Ref 20/1038/NMAA Non material amendment to previously approved ref 
20/01038/VAR – Moonacre, Church Street.  For information only. 

c) Ref 20/01538/FUL 6ft 6in feather edge timber fence (retrospective) 23 The Green. 
Cllr’s discussed having viewed the new fence and are happy to leave decision to The 
Planning Officer 

d) Ref 17/02143/FUL Clerk advised that he had brought the new extension to the 
attention of the Planning Dept. who in turn had advised the owners that it could not be 
built under “Permissible Development”. The owners have been asked to respond with 
comments and proposals. 

e) Cllr Howell and the Clerk have received an emails from a resident in the High Street 
concerning his wish to install solar panels to the roof. They are having difficulties 
contacting ECDC over the process although have been advised that the panels are 
not permitted on the front of the roof as they would be visible from the road in a 



 

 

Conservation Area. Cllr Howell suggested that they speak directly to the Conservation 
Officer who has always proved helpful in the past. Cllr’s discussed, and are supportive 
of the current restrictions in the Conservation Area. 

 
7. Finance Matters 

 
a) Receipts for approval  

 £ 

None       

b)  
 

b) Invoices received and authorised for payment 
 £ 

Kevin Dadds – Clerks Salary Jan – March 2021    1,034.45 

HMRC – PAYE on Clerks salary Jan – March 2021       258.40 

Kevin Dadds – Clerks expenses Jan – March (includes Zoom 
Payments) 

      121.17 

Broxap Ltd – Goal post net support, clips and pegs.         59.64 

 
c) Clerk presented the end of financial year Responsible Finance Officers Report. 

Income totalled £23,255 of which £18,650 was the Precept from ECDC, £2,140 VAT 
refund and £2,000 legacy from Peter Bridge. The later will be ring-fenced to 
maintain the village sign in accordance with Mr. Bridges wishes. Expenditure totalled 
£14,323 although repairs to the Play Area have been deferred until after the 
imminent ROSPA inspection and expected repair costs will fall into 21/22 financial 
year. Cllr Hull advised that following his recent survey of the village assets (Agenda 
item 10), there could be costs of at least £8,000 to carry out maintenance that will 
need budgeting for in the current year. 

 
8.  Pavilion Trust 
 

Cllr Howell advised that there was nothing to report in respect of bookings. With the 
weather improving, a joint meeting between representatives of the PC and Anglia 
Pavilion Trust will be scheduled to discuss the condition of the hall prior to expiry of the 
lease. 

 
9.   Website 
 

Cllr Allen had nothing new to report in respect of the website 
 
10. Asset Survey 
 
      Cllr Hull reported on the Asset Survey he recently completed. 
 

Closed Churchyard – The flint wall is in need of repair and two ash trees reduced as has 
been previously reported. Quotations are being sought in conjunction with the PCC. An 
estimate of costs would be in the region of £1,750 



 

 

 
Waiver Pond - The post and rails are becoming untidy, quotes were received last year 
and the Clerk has agreed to update. The bus shelter needs repainting, with an expected 
cost for both of £1,500 – £2,000. The phone box needs cleaning. The Parish Notice 
Board has become untidy and is not in an ideal position behind the bus shelter. Clerk 
has agreed to obtain quotes for a replacement that can be sited in a more prominent 
position on the grassed area.  Action - Clerk 
 
Benches – Silhalls Close, Pond and Play Area x 2 all need re-staining. 
 
Car Park at Recreation Ground – One fence post has broken although Cllr Hull 
suggested that replacement is not urgent and with the rest of the fence now ageing, 
complete replacement will be required within the next few years. The gravel needs re-
distributing from the edges to the middle, Clerk has agreed to approach McGregors to 
see if they are able to undertake. The metal gateway and bar to the grass area need 
rubbing down and repainting. Action - Clerk 

 
Recreation Ground – Quotes were obtained prior to lockdown for a land drain/soak away 
to prevent the area at the bottom of the Play are from flooding. It was agreed to update 
the quote and Cllr Howell will advise Clerk of an alternative contractor to provide a 
further quote. One fence post in the Play Area perimeter needs replacing and Clerk 
agreed to obtain quotes. The bark in the Play area needs topping up and Clerk agreed to 
include this with the expected repairs after receipt of the imminent ROSPA report. 
Action - Cllr Howell/Clerk 

 
11. Temporary Traffic Orders 
 

a) Order Granted to close Church Street (at Potters Cottage) to complete sewer works 
between 4th-14th May. 

b) Proposed order to close Dalham Road (just beyond junction with Church Street) 
between 1-4th June. 

c) Proposed order to close Mill Road (north of Mill House) between 1st – 6th June 
 

A number of potholes have appeared in Mill Road although with the road closures in the          
coming weeks, and this being a likely alternative route used by heavy vehicles, it was 
agreed to review again after the roads re-open. 

         
12.  Proposed Development at 28 High Street 
 
       The issue re access to the site has been highlighted by D Cllr Sharp in the Public 

Meeting. Cllr’s expressed their concern at the proposed use of Silverley Way as an 
entrance to the site as it would have safety issues and cause disruption to the nearby 
residents, many of whom are elderly. This access was not part of the original Planning 
Application. Cllr Hull advised that he had spoken to a neighbour of No 28 who had 
received a demolition notice for the property, and would obtain a copy for information. D 
Cllr Sharp will advise Cllr’s (and Clerk) of the outcome of his discussions with the 
Planning Officer and it was agreed that the PC will write highlighting their concerns 
once the full facts are ascertained.  

 
13.  Lease of Pavilion 
 

With the lease to APC expiring at the end of the year, Cllr’s would like to establish 
ownership of the Pavilion Buildings. It is believed that the monies were originally raised 
by the village although before entering into a new lease it would be helpful to have 
further details. Cllr Hull agreed to contact a previous Chairman of the PC who would 



 

 

probably be aware of the historical details. Clerk will examine previous Minutes once an 
approximate date of the original construction is known.  
The PC requires legal representation for the new lease and Cllr Howell advised that 
Hansell’s, who act for APT are unable to represent both parties. Clerk agreed to contact 
CAPALC for names of suitable solicitors.  
Additionally, Cllr’s asked the Clerk to write a letter to the landlords of the Recreation 
Ground (Fairhaven’s) seeking permission to grant the new lease. Action Cllr 
Hull/Clerk   
 

14. Custodian Trustee of Butchers Farm 
 

Cllr Howell advised that Ashley Pavilion Trust, as an unincorporated Charity is not able 
to own property in its own right. Legal advice is that a Custodian Trustee needs to be 
appointed pending APT becoming an incorporated charitable organisation. It is common 
for PC’s to undertake the role, with all responsibilities for the property remaining with 
APT. Cllr Hull questioned whether there would be a conflict of interest with the PC acting 
as a CT whilst at the same time negotiating a new lease for the Pavilion to APT. It was 
agreed to refer this issue to solicitors once appointed.    

 
15. Urgent Matters/Items for Next Meeting 
 

None. 
 

16. Correspondence 
 
      The Clerk advised that a letter had been received from EAAA thanking the PC for the       
      £50 donation. 
 
17. Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held as a virtual call via Zoom on Tuesday 
4th May following the Annual Parish Meeting that commences at 7pm. Any members of 
the public who would like to comment at the Public Meeting should contact Kevin Dadds 
(Clerk) on 01638 731043. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8 pm.    


